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..Re: Pirate/Borg/PUT trade deals of 2127 

08-09-2003 18:46

I thought I'd make a separate thread to discuss the various facets of our proposed deals with the PUT and Borg which we hope will get us (and the Borg) to Industrial Auto in just a couple of years.

...

I'm porposing to basically level with the Borg as to our sources (regretably, due to our pact, they will be able to see for themselves that we have made contact with the PUT and unless they are dumber than our tech thieves, they will be able to figure out on their own what it is that we are organizing).  We wouldn't necessarily have to say it out loud, but fessing up that we have human and AI sources for the techs we plan to provide and assuring them that we are not planning to give out the Industrial Auto to anyone else should be sufficient.  They do seem to have an emotionally negative regard for the PUT, which could lead them to shy off a bit, but hopefully they will see the big advantage to be gained here if we can pull off this deal.

08-09-2003 19:08 

…

I plan to more or less answer his questions according to the reasonably open policy I described at the end of the leadoff post in this thread (unless I hear otherwise from you'all real soon) since they will be able to figure out the possibilities for themselves anyway and if we try to hide things, they will probably imagine the worst of our dealings with the PUT.



…
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…

The Borg can tell that we have met the PUT by looking in their faction profile of us which will show something like us having a truce with the PUT (like we see about them and the Believers). Since they will know that, I figure that they can interpret our actions as showing a deal of some kind with the PUT whether or not we have one, so we might as well fess up to a little deal instead of feeding their suspicions. I am planning to be somewhat vague anyway as it really is our private factional business. The idea is not to make it into a big deal in their minds when we actually aren't doing anything they would worry about. In fact, they might acually appreciate the possibility of the PUT enabling them (the Borgs) to get IndAuto without the PUT getting it themselves.

08-10-2003 02:59 

2nd Message from BB to CyCon 

Dear [Strike]Hive Agent[/strike] Prime Function Mani Alpha-3,

Let me address some of your questions to [strike]the limits of what they will let me say before I would have to walk the plank[/strike] the best of my ability.

It is true that we could also, in theory, research Industrial Auto ourselves, but in addition to the (small, at this point) charge for changing research targets and the possibility of not being offered it as one of the techs despite having the prereq's, it would, as you noted, probably take us 15 years or so to do the research, whereas there appears to be an opportunity to get it in only 3 or 4 years this way. We didn't select it when we finished our research because that happens in the pre-turn phase, before we had acquired the Industrial Econ tech, and so we did not yet have the prereq's for IndAuto.

We purchased the IndEcon from the DataJack and they are also a potential source of the IndBase tech. Since you were asking about the DJ, I can tell you that she is feeling Erraticallly Noncommital at the moment (I fear that her opinion of your Borgships would probably 'not compute'). We have determined that Roze also has IndBase (a ship full of [strike]our spies[/strike] innocent carousers was lost acquiring that information) and we may be able to acquire it from her also. 

…

We are hopeful that you will join us in this highly beneficial project, a real watershed event.

Please share your thinking on equitable quid pro quo possibities.

The Cuspidore BrownBeard. 

….

-----------------------------

I had to bite my tongue to omit any mention of the PUT - I still think we should be upfront about our slight contact with them, but until we air it our more among ourselves, I will try to keep quiet about it.
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…

I still think we ought to mention our contact with the PUT before the Borg bring it up themselves - thus casting us in the light of trying to hide it from them and putting us on the defensive; I don't know how the PUT would legitimately know that we have contact with the CyCon, but the CyCon definitely are able to know that we have contact with the PUT. If they knew that one of out options for getting IndBase was to trade with the PUT, they might be more than happy to give away Biogen.
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Googlie, you quoted this excerpt apparently as some sort of demonstration of my duplicity.

--------------------

We are obliged to obtain 2 techs we don't really need at this point (IndBase and BioGen) and possibly Applied Physics, causing a steep increase in our already formidable research costs. Additionally, we have already expended 100 P's of E and a 5 row ship (and crew and the negative turn advantage of losing it) and may have to expend an additional 100 P's of E to get the IndBase. For your part, the negatives seem to be 1 turn of inefficiency (maybe) due to switching your allocation and the possibility of having to acquire a tech you may not need (ProgenPsych).

-----------------------------

At  this point in time, we did not know where we were getting the IndBase from, so this was not any kind of BS, it was the way things were at this time.

